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- UsingIPrights
to clarify drug names

and for reducing symptoms ofheadaches,
coldand fever, Many ofug also know
thatSara and Carpal are Paracetamol.
Buit Paracetamol is called Acetarninophen
in North America and can alse be called
N-{4-hydroxyphenyl)-acetamide,

Allthese namesrefer to the same
item, so what are thelr differences?

Whena drugisfirst discovered, itis
given a chemlcal name describingits
molecular structure. Afteradiugls
approved by the Food & Drug Admdiis-
tration, itis given anon-proprietary or
generic name, and the proprietary ot
trade name Js then daveloped by the
companyrequesting approval.

“The World Health Organisation (WHO)
deslgnates the International :
Nonprognietary Names (INN) to facllitate
theidentification ofpharmaceittical

-subatances, thus establishing e global

standard fot each pharmaceutical
substance throughout the world,
Oceastonally, the U8 and/or Britaln may
designate thelr'own non-proprietery
name for a particular sibstance, rather
than adheringto the INN: L
+ INN or generic name: Paracetamol;
#+ Unlted States Adopted Name ((JSANY:
Acetaminophen;
+ Chemical name: N-(4-hydroxyphenyl)-
acetamide;
+ Proprietary name or trade name:
Tylenol, Calpol, Sara.

" Categories of pharmaceutical products
canbe recognised by thelr INN prefixes,
roots,and suffixes, The suffix -cillin, for

- example, covers the penicilin (antibiotic)

category, such as amoxicltin, ampicillin,
and dicloxacillin. The root -tretin s
connected to the retinotd category which
lvaform ofvitaminA, Includingacitretin,
olitretinoin, and tretinoin. :

However, many drug namesin
different categories share similar spellings
or pronungiation between INN and/or
trade name, such as Toradol and
tramadol, acetazolamide and
acetohexamide, Celebrexand Cerebyx.
Thisis & serious problem because
significant iliness or perhaps even death
may result from a patlent being glven-
thewrong drug,

' OnJuly8, 2007, Thal Rath newspaper.
reported thet a 75-year-old manwasin
acoma formere than 20 daysafter
receiving Deplzide (a diabetic drug) when

a Parkinson drug was supposed tohave -

been administered, The hospital

‘conceded thata dispensing error

occurred as a resultof a pharmaciat
providing the incorrect drug,
AnInstructive study, “Dispensing Frror
InMaha Sarakram Hospital”’, written
by Chompunuch Pattanajak and
published on Apt(l 20, 2006 on the
Agsoclation of Hospftal Phaymacy
{Thafland) website, shows thatthe most
common cavse of dispensing srrorsis
provision of the wrong drug, which

accounts for 36.3% of errors,
One possibleway of reducing these

o all knowthat Tylenolis
Paracetamol, 4 drugfor .
relievingmuscleand bodypatn . etrorsistouseunique names and

ornamental designs for the drugs
themselves as well as fortheirpackaging
and/or container, as provided under
intellectual property protection,
InThalland, copyright, trademark, and
design patentlaws may be applied in

.orderto emphaslse differencesbetween

similar names, , .
Protection of names: Trade names
ere usually not more than four syllables
inorderto make them easy toremember,
Sometimes, the trade name fzsimply a
shortened version of the genericname,

. suchas Minoeln forminocycline. The

trade nameshould be memorzhle
without promising efficacy because any
name that makes direct reference ta the
character or quallty of the goods will

notbe registrable under Thai trademark

law.

Nevertheless, trade names ofter nge
lingutstic tricks, such as plosive letters
(P, T, or D) to convey pewer, or fricative

. letters (X, B, $, or Z) to imply spead. The

regisivation of a trade name thatls
deceptivelysimilartoanINNoran -
existing trade name should be prohibited.
Protection of colour and shapet Most
medicinesare dispansed In cylindrical
capsules with rounded ends or in clrcular,
biconvex, or oval tablets becanse
Investiment costs for manufacturing these
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shapes drelow, However, drogswitha

specificshape and/orcolour(s) may be
entitled to recelve protection under three
majorareas: ‘

+ copyright forapplied arwork ereativity,
based onthe principle of ariginality;

+ three-dimensional mack for trade
symbol creativity, based on the principle
of distinctiveness; and

+ design patent for industriat creativity,
based onthe principle ofnovelty,

Aparticular drug may simultaneously
seckrnitiple forms of protection to
complementand accumulate the
protections applicablein each case, The
protections can be harmonised and
overlapped without causing disruption,

[P can furtherbe used to prevent
drugname confusion if doctors wyite
both INN and trade names together on
prescriptions. Pharmacists will then be
ableto decipherthe drugname, even if
poor handwriting or spelling mistakes
aremade on the prescriptions.

Flnalli(. patlents who are normalty
notfamiliacwith drugnames but have
beenon thasame medication fora fong
perlod will become accustomed to the
drugs and will notice if theyreceivea
drug with a different colour or
ornamental design,

. Wirltlen by Radsemada Mungkamdos, Patent

Agont, Intellectual Property Dapartirent,
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